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Been spending any time on the birds lately? Most of 
us will probably answer “no” to that question, but 
would like to get a chance to work a satellite at least 
some time in our ham radio future. Communicating 
with space stations has taken many forms over the past 
few decades. OSCAR satellites, Mir, the International 
Space Station, and now AO-40. 


Phase 3D, as it was known during development, was 
launched November 16 of last year. Since then it has 
had more than its share of trouble. Originally, it was 
expected to be available for full amateur operations by 
this Aug, but that was before the trouble began. 
Around Dec 13 the telemetry beacon went silent, and 
with some fuel valve problems, the satellite was put 
into an unplanned orbit. So with no communications 
with the satellite there was no way to know what 
happened, and no way to know if it was receiving any 


= Technicians assemble Phase 3D, 
now known as AMSAT/OSCAR-40. 


Bdale KB@G (L) and Jim White WD@E performing system testing. 


commands or not. 


Most recently, experts have contacted AO-40 and have 
been able to exert some control over the satellite. It still 
isn’t available for normal amateur radio use, but that may 
be coming eventually. It’s just a matter of time. 


Bdale, formerly N3EUA, has been active in the area’s 
VHF and UHF world, primarily with digital 
communications. He’s been on the board of the PPFMA, 
and had been a leader in many of the early packet radio 
experimentation in the area. It’s likely that most of his 
spare time recently has been spent working with AO-40. 


According to the AMSAT web site, Bdale has had his 
hands in the digital communications processor and also 
with a GPS system on board. We don’t know exactly what 
Bdale will present at the club meeting, but we can assure 
you that it will be very informative! Hope to see you 
there. 


May Program on AO-40 (Phase 3D) by KB@G Bdale Garbee! 


Meeting Location is Back at the Mt Calvary Lutheran Church! 
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Meetings Our monthly Officers and Directors 
meetings are normally held on *President Sid White K4ARM —S>- 495-4147 kd4arm@arni.net — 
the 2nd Wednesday of each “Vice-President Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423  kOsu@ani.net | 
month at 7 pm at Mount Calvary Secretary Mike Allen N@MIK 594-4896  nOmik@anii.net 
Lutheran Church, 1318 N. Circle Treasurer Ron Deutsch NK@P 593-8352 deutschrd@aol,com 
pel ant 7 ba atic *Board Member Rhoda Anderson KB2BZY 6347168  wv7t@aol.com 
Of NT, Ciréte, Our Anmal Board Member Jerry VerDuft ADBA 634-8066  verduftj@earthlink net 
meetings in October. Check Gourd Member Tom McDaniel NONTX 570-1465 — nOntx@amsat.org 
the web site for any changes. Board Member & 
Revalur License Ream Seastans @-Beat Editor Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 —_n7lv@amsat.org 

3 Past President Mike Anderson WV7T 634-7168  wv/t@aol.com 
PPRAA ARRL test sessions on 2 ncagales Wile Oieeter 1S aaninlatind the SSCoRd ear BER KGnR ; 
fhe 2nd Satdtday of even ndicates this Director is completing the second year of a two-year term 
numbered months at 0900 at the ® . 
Denver Technical College, 3245 Committee Chairs & Other Contacts 
International Cr, across from Activity (vacant -- volunteer desperately needed !!!) 
Memorial Park. Contact Erik Auditing (vacant — volunteer desperately needed !1!) 
KG@XE for details. Asset Mike Stansbeny K@TER 636-1290 — kOter@an.net 
Examinees need to bring (1) Historian (vacant -- volunteer desperately needed !!!) 
$10, preferably a check or Interference Bill Petty N@NJX 532-1439 — william.petty@lsil.com 
money order payable to Membership Les Borst KCQNC  —- 634-3995 kcOnc@aol.com 
ARRL/VE; (2) picture ID; (3) Programs Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423  kOsu@arr.net 
tip sired original anid acopy of basicity Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423  kOsu@art.net 
ee Public Service Mike Stansbery K@TER 636-1290 _—kOter@arrl.net 

icense.and CSCEs you have (we eth a : 

keep the copies): and (4) a pen, Hamfest Bob Rails’ Ryals KI@GF 265-9950 ryals@poisys.net 
pencil, and calculator if needed. Technical Education Linda Hedges KB@RKW 683-7828  — kbOrkw@juno.com 
Memory calculators will be VE Testing Erik Mugele KG@XE 278-4363 — erik@teuton.org ~, 
checked. @-Beat Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 —_n/Iv@amsat.org 
PPRAA Web Page See it at 
http://www.gqsl.net/ppraa/. 
Thanks to Rick Brown K@SU, 


our webmaster and reflector 
maintainer. 


Get.on the PPRAA E-mail ~ | " 

Reflector Stay on top of new or Upcoming Club Programs 

short-fused developments. Send JUNG. ccseecerrovees Field Day, by Mike Stansberry K@TER 

e-mail to majordomo@qth.net, 5 Paul Kavanaugh, TV Ch 11 WX anchornan, will talk about Colorado weather. 


ss erage ee Articles for the O-Beat Deadline 
ppreanet’. for articles or ads for the June 
PPRAA Simplex Net All issue is May 28. Submit articles 
amateurs are invited to join us by e-mail, US Mail, telephone or 
on Thursday evenings at 1900 in person to the editor. Editor 
on 146.58 MHz simplex for our reserves right to correct for 
club net, Get the latest club and readability, grammar, spelling, 
regional happenings! punctuation and length. 
Nonprofit Organization The 
PPRAA is a federal 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and 

; ; ; welcomes all contributions. Your 
The @-Beat is published monthly in the interest of the members of the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc, P.O. Box 16521, 


Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 Permission is granted to reprint articles provided credit is given to both the author and the @-Beat. contributions/ donations may be 
For membership and subscriptions see the back inside cover of this publication. Monthly advertising rates; Full page $48; Half page tax-deductible. 


$24: Quarter page $12; Business card $6. Rates are billed quarterly. Send advertisements and payments to Pikes Peak Radio Amateur O-Beat Available Electronicall ny, 
Association, Inc, P:O, Box 16521,.Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 + POO A Cofine POP Real. Cofflact 
the editor for details. 
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April Club Meeting Cancelled 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Don’t be sad! It’s a rare 
event, more rare than a 2m 
opening to Hawaii on the 
long path. But the club 
meeting was cancelled at 
the last minute due to 
weather! Normally we don’t cancel club meetings, 
but if you recall, the weather was pretty bad that day. 
It was actually out of our control because the library 
had closed due to the weather. It was just too late to 
reschedule or try to find a new location, so the 
decision was made. Sorry to have to postpone Dick 
Pache’s talk on GPS. I know a bunch of people were 
looking forward to that program. However, you may 
still have caught him at the Mountain ARC club 
meeting the following Wednesday, as he gave his 
presentation up there as well. I missed it, but heard it 
was pretty good. We will reschedule the program, but 


__ we haven’t settled on the month yet. Stay tuned! 


Field Day Site Secured 
de WV7T Mike Anderson 


Summertime in the Rockies! What 
more could you ask for? Well, 
how about a ham station thrown in 
too? That’s what’s gonna happen 
this June. Mike KOTER has once 
again arranged to lock in the 
Sourdough Valley site, which is 
the property of Agilent Technologies (Hewlett- 
Packard??) and for the exclusive use of their 
employees and guests. Sourdough Valley is located 
several miles north of Woodland Park off of Highway 
67. We’ll have a map in the June issue of O-Beat. 
Yes, we'll be guests there, along with the hams of the 
Mountain ARC. Mike, along with Mike WV7T, is 
working on getting volunteers to coordinate the set-up 
and operation of the various stations, such as the HF 
SSB and HF CW, the satellite, the VHF/UHF, and 
maybe a packet station. Not sure exactly what’s in 
store. There may also be an elmer station like we did 
last year. The elmer station, which probably won’t be 
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part of the station that counts for points, can be a great 
place for brand new hams, or those with limited Field 
Day experience, to come out and learn a little more 
than usual. Help set up antennas, operate, and tear 
down, all without any stress or pressure to count 
points. We hope everyone plan’s to come out for an 
hour or longer, maybe even camp out, on June 23 and 
24, the last weekend in June this year. (Remember, 
Field Day is always the fourth full weekend in June.) 
We'll have all the details in next month’s @-Beat, and 
at the June club meeting. 


Hamfest Update 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Raffle tickets are 
in! Come by and 
buy some! 
Support the club, 
and have a shot 
at winning the 
grand prize, an 
Icom IC-706 Mk II G. This rig is still one of the 
hottest rigs out there. All HF bands, 160m — 10m, 
plus 6m, 2m, and 70cm. 30 kHz to 200 MHz receive! 
Tickets are only $1 each, or in quantity 6 for $5, 15 
for $10, and 40 for $20. Ginger N@UOD is trying to 
recruit some volunteers to round up some hourly door 
prizes to give away. If you know of a business that 
would be willing to donate some prizes towards our 
hamfest, please contact Ginger. Also, if you’ve got 
some free time to go to places like Cripple Creek or 
Denver and round up some prizes, Ginger can help 
show you how to ask businesses for them. 
Remember, the hamfest will only be as good as YOU 
help make it. The more people we have helping out, 
the more likely we’ll have a successful hamfest! 


QTH.NET Needs Our Help 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


There are some things in life that we take for granted, 
especially when they're free. But as we know, most 
free things aren’t really free. Someone, somewhere, 
is paying for it. Such is the case with our “free” web 
server. Al Waller K3TKJ has been hosting ham radio 
web sites for about 5 years now, at no cost to us. 
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However, he still has expenses, but gets only a 
relatively small amount of donations. He’s asking for 
donations now. Anyone that’s subscribed to any of 
the QTH.NET reflectors saw his recent message 
asking for a small donation. He recommended $10. 
If you can spare $10, please send a check in to Al to 
help keep the system running, spam-free, and 
advertising free. The club will likely make a donation 
as well. It’s a great system, and we'd like to see it 
stay “free”. Send a check to: QSL.NET, Inc., 


34087 Old Hickory Rd, Laurel, DE 19956. 


Yet Another Tower Battle 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Unbeknownst to most of us in the club, a local ham 
has been battling the city of Manitou Springs for over 
a year now regarding his tower. At least, this is the 
first I’ve heard of it (from Wes’ e-mail in April. Mike 
Michaelson WN@HYD wants to get his antennas up 
to about 45 feet. To do that he needs a variance from 
the current zoning limit of no more than 25 feet. 


Mike’s provided hundreds and hundreds of pages of 
information, documentation, engineering drawings, all 
to no avail. Even though all the documentation was 
provided, and even though all of the testimony was in 
favor of the height variance, and even though PRB-1 
requires all governmental agencies to reasonably 
accommodate commissioners hams, the board flatly 
denied Mike’s request! 


We can’t get this announcement out to you in enough 
time to help Mike out, but hopefully you will have 
responded to Wes’ request for hams to appear and 
show support on the May 1 appeal in Manitou 
Springs. Pll try to get the results of that hearing 
published in the June @-Bear. If he again loses the 
appeal, of course with any legal matters, the results of 
one appeal becomes basis for future denials that may 
appear before the commissioners. For the current and 
future hams in Manitou Springs, this could mean 
trouble if you ever want to erect a tower taller than 25 
feet. 


This is not the first, and it will not be the last, tower 
battle that'll ever happen in this region. Whenever 
you hear of another situation like this, please let us 
know so we can spread the word in a timely manner. 
And hope that if you ever have tower battles, there’ll 
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be a bunch of hams ready to show support to your 
cause. 

Passing the Time 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


[Ed: Jody KAQROZ has stepped down as Historian. 
We need a volunteer to continue in her footsteps. 
Hopefully you've enjoyed seeing some of these 
historical tidbits. If you'd like to see them continue, 
please volunteer! Really, it takes only about 15 
minutes a month to do this. We'd love to have you!] 
> 50 Years Ago this Month: Something 
happened, but we’ll never know unless someone 
takes over the historian position. 
> 25 Years Ago this Month: Someone said 
that in 25 years from now, people will be reading 
what we did. Don’t know who that will be until 
someone takes over as historian. 


Short Takes 


Rhoda Anderson KB2BZ2Y is back out of the 
hospital. In case you didn’t know, she was in the 
hospital for some surgery. She came through with 
flying colors! Get well soon! 


Darrin Walraven KSDVW showed up on a 
PPRAA Simplex net in April and announced he’s 
looking for a bicycling partner. Any bikers out there? 
Contact him at kSdwv@arrl.net, on 146.46 MHz 
simplex, or on the PPRAA Simplex Net. 


Birthdays in May (That We Know Of) 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Happy Birthday To: 


Roger French KBQRUF ooo... ccccecceccecececceees May 4th 
Charles Barnett KC7IWY |... May 6th 
Bob Antion WLIRV ooo..0....0. cscs cece ects eee May sth 
Carl Woodruff KOWVB o.oo... sec c cece May loth 
Don Hawley KBONN ooo. cece eee May J 1th 
Tom Cox WDQGVH oo. cccecccceeeeee May 23th 
Dalean Janes KA@TSA ooo... ceceeseseeeeee May 25th 
Bill French W2SRQ o.oo cece eeeeeeeeee May 26th 
Moe Pierce WBORTF .............. lecete ti pital May 30th 
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Public Service & Emergency Communications 


The PPRAA is:an ARRL Special Services Club, but it is not an emergency services club itself. The PPRAA supports all amateur radio involvement in public service and emergency communications 
in any way itican, including reporting activities happening in the region. These columns are based on available knowledge, and the opinions expressed are not necessarily the opinions of RACES, 


ARES, i or : other ie or their sa is used with = 


EfPasalounty — poarnudo 


; Tass Amateas Cixtl Renergeney Sextiog 


http: //www.qsl.net/epcraces/ 
VHF Net Tuesdays at 1930 on 147.345/448.1 MHz 
CMRG repeater 
Tony Dal Lago KC4VMB, RACES Officer 


Both Apr meetings were on Skywarn training, One on Apr 
19, and a make-up was held on Apr 23, Tom Magnuson 
KB@ZWX gave a training seminar for spotters to RACES 
and other county officials at the OEM. The two sessions 
were open to all amateurs. Hopefully we have a bunch 
more well-trained spotters in our midst. 


http: //www.qsl.net/ppares/ 
VHF Net Tuesdays at 1900 on 146.97 MHz 
PPFMA repeater 
Wes Wilson KOHBZ, Emergency Coordinator 


Apparently Wes and Mike were on 5/30 television on Apr 
20, but no one saw it! At least, we haven’t seen anything 
on it. If someone has details what that was all about, please 
submit a short note to the editor. Pikes Peak Int’! Hill 
Climb is Jun 30 this year. We’re taking sign-ups NOW! 
Contact N7LV to sign up! 


Gov't Officials More Aware of Amateurs Than You Might Think! 
Sometimes, working down in the trenches that we do, £ 
we don’t see that the high level officials notice us. 
But they do. That was evident this month as hams 
received some well-deserved thanks and appreciation 
from the city and the county. If you attended the 
Mar 31 Skywarn training, you’d have seen Donna 
Fair, director of COS Office of Emergency 
Management, presented PPARES with a beautiful 
inscribed acrylic monolith in appreciation of our 
efforts on behalf of the City. The inscription says, 
“Colorado Springs ARES -- for Outstanding 
Dedication and Service to the Citizens of Colorado 
Springs”. Donna spoke for a while longer, discussing : 
our role in the city’s emergency plan and mentioning Donna Fair (R), director of the city’s Office of Emergency Management, 
that she really talks up amateur radio whenever she presents a token of her appreciation to Mike Proctor KB@IAP (L) and Wes 
gets a chance. Thanks, Donna! Wilson K@HBZ, representing Pikes Peak ARES. 


El Paso County showed its appreciation to its 
volunteers by providing a night of entertainment for the volunteers on Apr 23. RACES members are just one of many 
groups of volunteers serving E] Paso County. Les Borst KC@NC described the event in detail on the Apr 25 RACES net. 
Jim Mesite, the director of the Office of Emergency Management, and a ham KC@FIB, has expressed his appreciation 
many time at the RACES meetings. The city of Colorado Springs also held a breakfast for its volunteers on Apr 12. City 
leaders, such as Police Chief Lorne Kramer and Fire Chief Manuel Navarro, waited on the volunteers, bringing food and 
drink to the volunteers. Entertainment, in the form of Elvis Presley, was fairly decent. “Thank you very much!” El Paso 


County Search and Rescue also sent a letter of appreciation to Pikes Peak ARES for the work done to assist during search 
missions. 


So, you see, even though most of the time you don’t hear directly from these officials, they really do appreciate our work. 
Whether you volunteer with ARES, RACES, Skywam, or any of the various public service events throughout the year, 
your efforts are definitely appreciated by everyone. Generally we don’t volunteer to get recognition anyway. We do it 
because we want to help, and we enjoy helping. It’s our way of making a difference in our community. But it’s nice to get 
that pat on the back, and we as volunteers appreciate the recognition. Thanks! 
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= - licensed in 1932 and Jim included his mailing 
Treasure ina si ohare tila address. I plan to write Horace soon including a 


copy of his QSL card. Who would have thought 
such a treasure would be awaiting me to discover. 


It was just another day, but before this day was over 
we would find a treasure in a most unlikely place. 
My wife Rhoda, KB2BZY, and I decided to visit 
friends who own The Antique Emporium at Manitou 
Springs. We entered the shop and were warmly 
greeted by Katherine Barsotti, one of the owners. 

The shop was filled with wonders of history and it set 
our imaginations into high gear. We explored each 
room and display to see any item that might satisfy 
our curiosity. Touring several display cases 
something caught the corner of my eye. It was a 
stack of very old cards. These weren’t just any old 
cards, there was a ham callsign on the top card! 
Katherine opened the display and placed the cards 
before me. I eagerly picked up the first card and 
found it was addressed to Jim Reynolds W9JMB. All 
the cards were for Jim and must have been part of his 
collection. Excitement surged through me when | 
found the 32 cards, all DX, had dates from 1933 to 
1939. Securing the small bundle, we returned home 
and I used the QRZ Online Callbook to look up the 
calls. Remarkably, I found that one of the operators, 
Horace Firth, VP9X, may still be living in Bermuda. 
Another ham, Jim Carroll, VP9ONA, was listed on 
VP9X’s QRZ page and I e-mailed him. The response 
was quick and he told me that Horace was first 


Colorado Connection News 
de Paul Shackelford WBQQMR 


(03/20/01) As promised last month, this will be the 
first of a series of articles devoted to the more 
technical workings of The Connection. Fear not, the 
explanations of the system that follow will not be so 
technical as to bore those who may not be interested 
in this aspect of the system's operations. On the 
contrary, they should serve as a light overview of 
how your signal gets from Denver to Grand Junction 
and so on. 


There are just a few major components in The 
Connection system, They are: 


Repeaters These are simply a radio that has a 
receiver and transmitter that can operate at the same 
time. Signals received on the input frequency are 
piped instantly to the transmitter and sent out on the 
output frequency. 


Link Radios These are simple transceivers- The 
signals received by the repeater receiver are also 
instantly piped to the transmitter of the link radio at 
that site and transmitted via UHF to the closest 
linking HUB. Signals received by the link radio 
from the closest HUB are 
instantly piped to the repeater 
transmitter when a signal is 
present from any other 
repeater on the system. 


Link Hub Our hubs are 
simply UHF repeaters that are 
located at prime sites around 

the state. They receive 
: here atia:2¢ A:M.A.S,T. signals from the link radios at 

Sie ae petals 687 RFS) TIX 
a — » Ora 4A: ...... Ons the VHF repeater sites and 
: repeat them to the other 

repeaters link radios in the 
system. You might picture a 
wagon wheel. The hub is the 
center and the spokes going 
out in each direction would be 
ites Peak Radio Amateur Association 
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the signals going to each repeater. In some cases 


such as the 145.310 repeater in the Denver area, the 
link radio is also a hub. 


Let’s say that you’re in the coverage area of the 
Denver 145.310 repeater. I’ll start with that machine 
as it’s our major hub. If you make acall on the 
145.310 it’s transmitted in the Denver area on 
145.310 and at the same time on the UHF link / hub 
radio to all of the other link radios listening to it. 
These are Laramie, Akron, Colorado Springs and 
Breckenridge. With the exception of Breckenridge 
the signal is retransmitted at each of these sites on the 
VHF repeater frequency and goes no further. If 
someone returns your call from any of the above 
mentioned repeaters the signal just follows the same 
path in reverse to the 145.310 hub and is sent out to 
all of the others above. Breckenridge is somewhat 
different as it is also a hub. 


For more technical details about the 145.31 repeater, 
or any of the others please check the Repeaters page 
on our web site of www.colcon.org. Well enough 
brain damage for this article. I'll continue with what 
happens to your west bound signal in the articles to 

~ follow. Enjoy the system. 


Looking for Nets in All the Wrong Places 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Ever just want to tune around on the various repeaters and 
see what you can hear? Maybe find a new net that you 
didn’t even known existed? Well, here’s a little help for 
you. If you’re new to 2 meters you can find a net every 
night of the week, of the year, in fact! Some are up in 
Denver so you may have to really stretch a little to pull in 
that weak signal. Depending on what part of town you're 
in, though, you should be able to pick up at least several of 
these on the various nights. If you know of one not listed 
or see an inaccuracy, please send it in! 


And if you still can’t hear some of the Denver nets, this 
might be a good time to start thinking about putting up an 
external antenna. If all you've ever known is that little 
rubber duck antenna on your HT, you might consider 
constructing an inexpensive J-pole antenna, or purchasing 
some kind of gain antenna and mount it on top of the 
house. You'd be surprised what a good aritenna and some 
quality coaxial cable can do to improve your listening 
ability. 
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Mile High DX CRA 147,225 
Colo QRP Club CRA 147.225 
RMRL Info Net RMRL 146,94 


ie | 


EOSS Net CRA 147,225 


Ham Radio Events Net RMRL 146,94 


| PPRAA Simplex Net 


Young Amateurs Net 


CMRG Info Net CMRG 147.345 


AMSAT= Amateur Radio Satellites 


Automatic Position Reporting System 
Aurora Repeater Assn 

Amateur Radio. Emergeney Service 
Cheyenne Mountain Repeater Group 
Colorado Repeater Assn 

Edge of Space Sciences 

Mountain Amateur Radio Club 

Park County Radio Club 


PPFMA= Pikes Peak FM Association 


O signal signifying the use of low power (<5W) 


RACES= Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 


Rocky Mountain Radio League 
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CW Practice, Anyone? 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


Speaking about listening around on 2m, some of you may 
remember that Dave Balsick WB@DMQ used to have 
Morse code practice transmissions regularly on 146.40 
MHz and 446.20 MHz FM years ago, using Debbie 
Balsick’s call ND@Q. Then, without much notice, it 
quietly disappeared from the frequency, About a month or 
two ago, some of you that sort of adopted 146.40 as 
“home” simplex frequency began to notice that there was 
Morse code being transmitted on that frequency. Guess 
what? ND@Q has reincarnated the code practice sessions. 
They can now be heard on somewhat of a regular basis 
back on 146.40 MHz. I’ll try to find out what the schedule 
is for the code practice, if there is one. [f you’re been 
considering upgrading, you still need 5 WPM Morse Code 
to get the General or Extra class license. If you can’t make 
a code class (like the one Jerry AD@A has been teaching), 
then the on-the-air practice may be the next best thing. 

See what I mean? Listen around, and you'll always be 
pleasantly surprised what you'll find! 


Dayton is Right Around the Corner 
de N7LV Rob Roller 


This year will be the 50" Dayton hamfest, billed as 
the largest hamfest in the world! And I believe it! If 
you haven’t made arrangements to visit it this year, 
it’s not too late. You may have some trouble getting 
a hotel room, but there’s got to be one with a couple 
of day’s driving distance! 

Okay, so you’ve been to our great PPRAA hamfest 
last May, and to some of the other “big” hamfests in 
Denver. Why should you want to travel hundreds of 
miles to yet another hamfest? If you’ ve never 
experienced Dayton, ladies and gentlemen, this is 
like no hamfest you’ve ever been to! This one is a 
whopping 3-day event! 

There are outside exhibits. Inside exhibits. Forums 
on digital communications, fox hunting, 10-10, 
antennas, SWR theory, QRP, kit building, antique 
radios, Heathkits, AM, SSB, ATV, PSK31, DX, RF 
safety, contesting, microwave, ham class design (how 
to have a successful weekend class), grounding 
techniques, lightning protection, improving your 
operating skills, MARS, AMSAT, ARES, frequency 
coordination, FCC, enforcement, a ham radio “town 
meeting”, bicycle mobiling, astronomy, scanner and 
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shortwave listening. Whew! If that’s not enough, I 
don’t know what is. 


Problem is, if you want to go to all the forums, 
there’s won't be any time to shop for those bargains 
you all hear about! You can hunt for bargains 
indoors or outdoors. Outdoors, there are 2,500 
spaces available for hams selling their “junque”. It’s 
basically the largest outdoor flea market of ham radio 
and other equipment. One year I went there someone 
was selling his 1940’s Jeep, complete with an on- 
board ham station. 


The 500+ indoor exhibitors can keep you occupied 
for at least one full day if you want to see everything. 
You’ve got manufacturers like Alinco, Cable X- 
Perts, Chrysler, Cushcraft, HAL, Hustler, Icom, 
Kantronics, MFJ, Mirage, Kenwoed, Ten-Tec and 
Yaesu. You've got dealers like HRO, AES, Radio 
Shack. You’ve got magazines and clubs like ARRL, 
10-10, AMSAT, CQ, Fists, MARS, NWS and 
QCWA. And about a bazillion of smaller clubs, 
manufacturers, organizations, or whatever. 


Also, don’t forget about the other stuff, like the 
banquet and the tours to some of the local attractions. 
This year’s banquet will have some top hams 
speaking, like Riley Hollingsworth and Roy Neal. 
There'll be after-dinner performances by some 
outstanding jazz musicians. Wasn’t it last year or so 
they has some other famous musicians/hams like 
country singer Patty Loveless and Eagles musician 
Joe Walsh? 


So take some vacation time, get there early, and have 
a blast! Dayton is in Ohio, and it’s a long drive. 
Bring a buddy, or your family. Fly if you can; it’s 
quicker. Advance tickets are $16.50, $22 if you buy 
then at the door. The banquet costs $45, and must be 
purchased by May 12. When is Dayton, you ask? 
May 18 thru May 20, 8 am to 6 pm, 1 pm on Sunday. 
I don’t think [’'m going this year, but I’m gonna put it 
on my calendar for 2002. Some folks make it there 
every year. Some folks make it once a decade. 
Those of you that have never been there, you gotta 
do it at least once! Maybe this year’s the year! 


You can get much more details on their website at 
http: //www.hamvention.org 
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Miley's Radio 
_ 719 West 7th Street, Florence, CO 81226 (719) 784-3040 


Since 1974 
Will be closed May 6 - June 11. Available via phone message; we'll call you back ASAP! 


Will be at the Colorado Springs/Monument Hamfest on June 2! 
AEA MM3A Morse machine, keyer, tutor. $100 KENWOOD TS440S. WARC gen cov. $700 


ASTRON RS35A, P/S, Very little use. $120 KENWOOD TS440S/AT. WARC gen cov, auto tuner. $800 
ASTRON RS35M, wmeter. $120 KENWOOD TS450S/AT. Nice. $800 


BUTTERNUT HF5-B HF beam 10 12 15 17 & 20m good cond. $175. One in | KENWOOD TS530SP Digital, WARC, CW/SSB filters, base unit, excellent. 
box, never opened. $275 Similar to TS-830S. $500 


BUTTERNUT HF6VX 80-10m vertical, good cond. $175 KENWOOD TS680S 160-6m, WARC gen cov. $650 


HEATH HW-101 HP23 P/S, new finals and relay driver, completely aligned KENWOOD TS700A, 2m, all mode, AC/DC, base unit. $300 
to factory specs. $250 firm 
HUSTLER 4BTV 40-10m vertical, all tuned. $70 


HUSTLER G6-270R, FG 2/70 Base Ant, 6dbd @146, 8dbd @440, new KENWOOD TS830S, very nice, loads to 160W RF. $595 

$160, used $100, exc cond 

ICOM PS-15 20 amp power supply. $150. w/ HF rig: $125. KENWOOD TS940AT, Nice, needs fan sensor repaired, as is $950, after 
repair $1025 


ICOM PS-55 20 amp power supply. $150. wHF rig: $125. 
ICOM 211 2m all-made base unit. $350 MFJ 259 SWR analyzer, Thru VHF, used, works good, whatts: $150. 259B 
ICOM 251A 2m all-mode. $450 
ICOM 725. 160-10m, w/mounting bracket. $550 MFJ 462B All-mode multi reader, CW, RTTY, ASCII, AMTOR, will hook to 

printer. $90 

MFJ 817 2/70 SWRiwatt meter. $60 


ICOM 735 160-10m, WARE gen cov, w/ hand mic, electronic keyer, MFJ 1278B All-mode packet controller, used. $150 
mounting bracket. $625; w/o keyer & mounting bracket. $600 
_—~|_ICOM 745 With internal PS, loaded with filters and TCXO. $600 MFJ 8406X 6mtr SSB, new $250, used $175. CW adapter. $40 


ICOM 751A 160-10m, CW filter, WARC gen cov, in box, works great. $750 MIRAGE A1015G 6m amp, preamp, 10/150w, like new. $250 
ICOM 756, mint, 2 yr old, little use, both SSB filts, VS, hand mike. $1550, MIRAGE D3016G 30-50 in, 160 out, used. $175 

w'SMB dual conn desk mike $1650. 

ICOM 2000H VHF mobile witone. $120 MIRAGE D1010N 440 amp, 10/100w. $250 

KENWOOD AT-230 Manual tuner. $130 RANGER AR3500 AM, CW, SSB, 10m Xcvr, mobile, about size of KWTS50, 
150W CW, 100W SSB, scanning xcvr, $200. Not 11m. 
SONY ICFS5S00W AM, FM, SSB, CW, portable SW receiver. $100 
TenTec 546 Omni C Series D, #280 matching PS, compl serv by TT 
11/27/00, 500 Hz CW & 1.5 Nar SSB Filt. $480. Will sell w/o PS $395 
Vectronics 645 mobile ant tuner. $100 
YAESU FT101E Xcvr w/ hand mic, good cond, new finals. $375, also B & 
EE, $300 ea 

YAESU FT101ZD Digital, great cond. $450 


KENWOOD AT-250 Auto tuner. $250 
KENWOOD PS 50 20 amp power supply. $150 


KENWOOD SM-220 Scope, no pan adapter. $275 
KENWOOD TM-2530 witone enc. $150 


KENWOOD TR-7950 or TR-7930 Works good, no tone. $90 ea 


KENWOOD TS-50 mobile HF. $500 
KENWOOD TS140S. WARC gen cov. $550 
55 Ft Crank-up aluminum tower, hand crank, $400 


Complete line of ARRL books, Astron & MFJ switching and transformer power supplies, 
Mirage Amps and MFJ Tuners and Accessories in stock at competitive prices 
Good stock of new & used 2m and dual band rigs, HF/VHF/UHF accessories, batteries & antennas 
Rotor cable, antenna wire, standard & silky, RG-58/AU, 8X, 8U, 213U,.9913 coax 1 ft to 500 ft. Insulators, baluns, antenna accessories 
NOW STOCKING 50-FOOT TELESCOPIC MASTS $105 
LOWER OVERHEAD...LOWER PRICES...ALL BRANDS OF NEW 
Lots of used & consignment ham gear, consignment fee 10% 
WE BUY USED HAM EQUIPMENT — WE TAKE TRADE-INS & GIVE YOU TOP PRICES ~All used gear carries a 30-day money back guarantee! 
We also repair all brands of ham equipment. Shop rate $25/hr hams only, commercial rates higher 
7, STORE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9-5; SATURDAY 9 - 1 EVENINGS 6 - 8 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, CLOSED SUN & MON 
May 2001 
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Club Business 


General Meeting Minutes 
de NOMIK Mike Allen, Secretary 


If you’re looking for general meeting minutes, you 
won’t find any this month. No meeting last month, 
remember? We did have a board meeting, though. 


Board Meeting Minutes 
de N@MIK Mike Allen, Secretary 


[The location for the May board meeting is TBD. 
We're trying to schedule it at the Springs City Church 
so we can see what it looks like for meetings. Stay 
tuned. ] 


The April 16, 2001 PPRAA Board of Directors 
meeting was called to order at 7:11 PM by President 
Sid White K4ARM at his home. Board members in 
attendance were Sid K4ARM, Rick K@SU, Mike 
NOMIK, Jerry ADOA, Rob N7LY, Tom NONTX, 
Ron NK@P, Mike WV7T, and Rhoda KB2BZY. The 
first order of business was a discussion of the 
potential use of the Springs City Church for a club 
station and meeting site, and the possibility of a dues 
increase to cover the cost. If the club does move to 
the church, the meeting night will have to be changed 
since the church is in use every Wednesday evening. 
Rick K@SU will write an article, with pictures, for the 
Q-Beat describing the church and its facilities. Mike 
WV7T announced he had-a TNC he’d be willing to 
donate to a club station. He will also order the 
necessary books from the ARRL for use in teaching 
radio theory classes. Mike also announced he would 
set up the Field Day demo station, which was 
discussed at last month’s board meeting. Finally, 
Mike informed us that Paul Kavanaugh will be 
available for a club program in July, August, or 
September, and that we need to coordinate his 
presentation with the September talk by Tom 
Magnuson of the National Weather Service. Rob 
N7LV is working with the Amateur Radio News 
Service to establish a point of contact and will be 
sending a copy of the @-Beat to them in the near 
future. Rob also announced the new date for the 
Pikes Peak Hill Climb, which will be held on 30 June 
this year. Mike NOMIK asked about the location of 
the second key to the club PO box and will check with 


O-Beat 


the post office to obtain a second key. Ron NK@P 
noted that there were a number of outstanding checks. 
He also noted that CCARC dues have to be paid 
before the next general meeting. A discussion on 
continuing the club’s membership followed. The 
consensus was to ask our CCARC Liaison, Moe 
WBORTF, to present the points in favor of CCARC 
membership to the members at the next general 
meeting. Ron noted that he would be gone the first 
two weeks in May, and that he will give some checks 
to Sid K4ARM for any contingencies during that 
time. He also noted that the Secretary of State Report 
has been filed. Finally, Ron said he will work to 
secure the site for the club picnic, which will be held 
on 12 August, trying to get the same picnic site on the 
grounds of the Air Force Academy that we had last 
year. Rick K@SU discussed the programs for the 
coming months. The May program will be a 
presentation by Bdale Garbee KB@G on AO-40. A 
possible program for June is a talk on Field Day. The 
Edge of Space Sciences people have offered to 
present a program and Rick is currently thinking of 
scheduling them for either July or August. Finally, 
the talk by Dick K2LCT on GPS originally scheduled 
for the April meeting will have to be re-scheduled 
since the April meeting was canceled. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:19PM. Submitted by Mike Allen 
NO@MIK, Secretary 


Treasurer’s Report 
de NK@P Ron Deutsch, Treasurer 


_ For the month of March 2001 
PPRAA had income of 
$272.83 and expenses of 
$411.31. 73 de NKOP 


If your membership expires in May, pay: 
Full: $10.00 Family: $12.00 Associate: $8.00 
Senior: $6.67 Sr Family: $8.00 
to extend until Dec 2001 


New or renewal payments received after Jan 1, 2001 must 
be prorated to end on December 31. 
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PSE = Public Service Event 
Membership Application for the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO. 80935-6521 


In which activities would you 
Date: ONew Member 1 Renewal ike to participate? 


Namie: Field Day oO 


Demonstrations oO 

Address: ~ 
89207 mm” AN 6tS0¢ round. tables eo 
City: State: Zip: Organize activities oo 
Teach ham classes oO 


Full Member : °|O0 


—" Family Membership *: &D 
Mbr of ARRL? DO Yes O1No E-mail: Tiverks .. Sf 


Call: Class: NT+GAE Phone: 


Additional Family Members to Join/Renew: Over 65 Family > 80 
Associate : =O 
Name: Call: @-Beat Only ; eo 
— ? TO = ~ ARRL Dues Incl’d 34. oO 

Name: Call: t Donation to Club: 


Name: : c y Total Enclosed: 


Would you like to receive O-Beat electronically via e-mail in PDF format instead of a printed copy? O Yes Ol No 


Circle your interests > HF / V/UHF / FM / SSB / Digital / DX / Contests / Technical / Hardware / Other 


Renew your ARRL. membership through the PPRAA! Send your ARRL renewal form and your check for the amount due to th 
ARRL to the PPRAA. Make the check payable to the PPRAA. The PPRAA will forward your renewal form to the ARRL. Th 
PPRAA keeps $2 as a donation or commission, and pays the difference to the ARRL. 
New and renewing members must submit a completed application form along with your check to the Treasurer. 
Please Type or Print Clearly! 


* Due to a transitional period in the dues structure, see Treasurer’s column for current amount if you’re renewing !! 
(If you don't want to cut up your @-Beat you can get an app off of the club's web site.) 
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RadioActivities! 
Lunch Bunch Hamfest Horizon 


The next Lunch Bunch is May |lat > May 18-20: Dayton Hamvention, Dayton OH. 


N Academy), 1130-1300. (Always 


the Friday following the club > May 26-27: Wyoming State Convention, 
meeting.) We need a volunteer to Casper, WY. Contact Paul McTee KB7FGN, 
continue coordinating this lunch !! kb7fgn@trib.com, www.qsl.net/wb7s/ 
Dits & Bits » Jun 2: Pikes Peak Radio Amateur 
> Wanted: Trying to help anew ham (KC@JNH) find Association, Lewis-Palmer High School, 
an inexpensive 2m HT. If you have one to sell for Monument. Contact Bob Ryals, KIOGF, 719- 
around $100, pls call. Mike WV7T, 634-7168. 265-9950, rryals@pcisys.net. 


> For Sale: A 10-ft roof mounted tower. You haul. . -15: ‘ 
$50. Mike Dassero N@MUD, nOmud@aol.com. » Jul 13-15: ARRL Rocky Min Div Conyention, 
: . Ruby's Inn, Bryce, UT. Special guest speaker 
Hamfest Planning Meetings FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth. 


The swapfest meeting is normally held at the Falcon Police www.utahhamfest.org 
Station, 7850 Goddard Street, in back of Village Inn 


Restaurant on N Academy at 0900, ISt Sat of the month > Aug 19: Denver Radio Club hamfest, Jefferson 
(not this April, though). Hope to see a lot of you there. We Co. Fairgrounds. Contact Ron Taylor KOHRT, 
need plenty of help if this swapfest is to be a success. 303-989-3978. kOhrt@arrl .net 

Contact Bob if you’ll be attending. de Bob Ryals KIOGF www.gqsl.net/wOtx 

265-9950 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 USA 


First Class Mail 


To: 


